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 There is no fee to bring animals into the shelter.  Please do not abandon them outside.

 NICHOLAS COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
 U.S. Route 19, Summersville  •  Phone 872-7877

 (Located near the Nicholas County Veterans Memorial Park)
 Adoption Fee: $20 Dogs and Cats. In addition a refundable spay/neuter charge of

 dogs $50, Cats $20, Refunded upon proof of spay/neuter.  
 NEW  HOURS: Now open Mon thru Sat from 9:30am to 3:30pm - Closed Sunday.

 All animals are wormed and given initial vaccinations.
 The Nicholas County Animal Shelter accepts local checks and cash.

ADOPT AN ORPHAN PET!
These pets are listed on www.petfinder.com

ADOPT AN ORPHAN PET!  8/18/11

 “Ralph”  is a 6-month-
 old Yorkie mix who is 
 crate-trained and 
 loves to ride. The 
 little fuzzy-faced boy 
 also likes cats.

 Ready to shake paws with 
 you, this sweet 12-week-old 
 mixed breed is named 
 “Cricket.”

 “Marley”  is a 4-month-
 old Husky with a dark 
 eye and a blue eye. He 
 is very playful.

 “Sylvester”  and  “Sundeep”
 are 8-week-old good ol’ boys 
 of border collie mix. 

 The sweet, big eyes of 
 “Danny,”  a 9-year-old 

 neutered toy poodle will 
 melt your heart away. He’s 

 even housetrained. He is 
 looking for a home without 

 small children.

 Come out to the shelter and 
 enjoy the winsome wiles of 
 the felines. It is overflowing 
 with cats and kittens. There 
 are four cats and they have 
 been spay/neutered. 

 All Creatures All Creatures
 FEED & PET, LLC FEED & PET, LLC  304-872-4422 304-872-4422

 3019 Webster Road
 Summersville, WV 26651

 SPONSORED  BY:

By James Connell
Nicholas Chronicle Summer 
Intern

It was early September in 
western Virginia, 1861, and 
the Confederacy’s attempt at 
controlling the western section of 
the state housing their own capital 
was beginning to look bleak. 
General Henry Wise managed to 
control Hawk’s Nest on the New 
River but failed to capture Gauley 
Bridge from General Jacob Cox 
and the Union. Fellow Confederate 
General John Floyd was currently 
holding Carnifex Ferry west of 
Summersville, but as he surely 
knew, it would not go uncontested 
by their enemies for very long. On 
September 9, Floyd received news 
that Union General W.S. Rosecrans 
had left Clarksburg with three 
brigades to either meet with General 
Cox at Gauley Bridge, or to make 

an assault on Carnifex Ferry. With 
this in mind, Floyd, once again, 
asked for Wise’s help.

General Wise, being defensive 
minded, knew that he would need 
all of his men to make sure Hawk’s 
Nest was occupied. He felt that it 
would be very possible that General 
Cox could plan an attack on Hawk’s 
Nest, which would give the Union 
the ability to combat General Floyd 
from the north and the south. For 
these reasons, Wise once again 
declined Floyd’s orders. Floyd then 
began setting up defenses with what 
men and artillery he had. Roy Bird 
Cook of the West Virginia Review 
in November, 1931, had this to say 
about Floyd’s defenses at Carnifex 
Ferry:

“The defenses constructed 
consisted of a parapet battery 350 
feet long in the front and center, 
fl anked by breastworks laid in 
a direct line with the front, and 

curving back to the ends, which 
rested on the cliffs along the 
river. On the left a double line 
of breastworks was constructed. 
A trench protected the battery 
epaulment. The interior afforded 
cover against infantry fi re and, to 
some extent, against artillery fi re. 
Some protection was afforded in 
front by a deep ravine, but at the 
right and left there were cleared 
spaces on slight ridges protected by 
abatis. The whole was protected by 
forest trees and much undergrowth. 
The ferry road at that time ran into 
the ravine, debouched into a cross 
ravine, in line with the parapet two 
hundred yards away. A small by-
road led to one side. It was about a 
mile and one-half down to the site 
of the ferry.”

Obviously, Floyd was not taking 
the threat of Cox and Rosecrans 
lightly. The area fortifi ed was being 
called “Camp Gauley.”

Meanwhile, on the Union side, 
General Rosecrans was leading his 
three brigades from Clarksburg, 
through Sutton, with a wagon train 
nearly fi ve miles long. They set 
up camp on the night of the 9th 
at present-day Muddlety, merely 
miles away from Summersville. 
When Confederate General John 
McCausland, who was stationed in 
Summersville at the time, learned 
of Rosecrans and his three brigades 
approaching his position, he 
withdrew back to “Camp Gauley.” 
Rosecrans and his men would not 
stay at Muddlety for long. On the 
morning of the 10th, at around 4:00 
am, they left their temporary camp 
for Summersville.

When General Rosecrans and his 
men were met with no resistance 
at Summersville, they continued 
southwest towards what would 
become Gad and Sparks (and what 
would eventually become the 

Summersville Lake). When they 
reached Salmon Run near Hughes 
Ferry on the Gauley River, the 
second brigade was attacked by a 
Confederate detachment, which 
was easily driven away with no 
injuries or casualties. Rosecrans 
and his men were then able to cross 
the river via the ferry and continue 
towards Keslers Cross Lanes.

The Union forces were still 
unsure of General Floyd’s exact 
whereabouts, so they proceeded 
towards Keslers Cross Lanes with 
caution. Rosecrans halted the 
expedition a mile outside of Keslers 
Cross Lanes and ordered his fi rst 
brigade to scout the area around 
them and towards Carnifex Ferry. 
It did not take the scout party long 
to clash with another Confederate 
detachment; this one camped 
alongside the road from Keslers 
Cross Lanes to Carnifex Ferry. The 
detachment retreated towards the 

ferry, and Rosecrans ordered the 
brigade to scout farther down the 
road. 

Not 300 yards down the 
road, they were met by heavy 
Confederate resistance, to which 
they returned fi re. It was clear to 
them by the number of Confederate 
soldiers and sophisticated defenses 
that they had located Floyd and his 
forces. General Henry Benham of 
the fi rst brigade sent a courier back 
to General Rosecrans and requested 
more men. The Battle of Carnifex 
Ferry had offi cially begun!

Information from this article 
was obtained from George A. 
Hall’s Civilian War in West 
Virginia: The Moccasin Rangers 
— available for purchase at The 
Nicholas Chronicle offi ce in 
Summersville for $18.61.

Fourth in a series — Civil War Weekend Sept. 10 & 11, 2011 at Carnifex Ferry State Park

The Battle of Carnifex Ferry: Preparing for Battle

Papa John’s of Summersville 
marked its grand opening 
celebration on August 3 with plenty 
of great food and fun.  

The event proved to be a great 
success with an enthusiastic crowd 
and cooperating weather.  Members 
of the Summersville City Council, 
the Rotary Club of Summersville 
and Summersville Chamber of 
Commerce were in attendance for 

the ribbon cutting at 12:15. Owners 
Doug and Mandi Gerwig made 
the cut, accompanied by inspiring 
words from Councilwoman Amy 
Young and County Commissioner 
John Miller.

Samples of Papa John’s pizza 
were enjoyed by the crowd, giving 
newcomers fi rsthand experience 
with the catchphrase “Better 
Ingredients, Better Pizza.” 3WS 

95.7 FM provided a live remote 
with music, while SpongeBob 
SquarePants and Dorothy from the 
land of Oz posed for photos with 
children and adults alike. Face 
painting, giveaways and specials 
rounded out the many activities.

A raffl e during the event raised 
over $600 for the Faltis Children’s 
Shelter, and Papa John’s of 
Summersville has pledged to match 
the fi nal raffl e total. Prizes included 
a night’s stay at Country Inn & 
Suites, camping and mini-golf 
at Mountain Lake Campground 
and gift certifi cates from local 
businesses including Frizz Biz, 
Massage by Angie, Creative Cakes 
and more. The grand prize offered 
was free pizza for a year.

“We are committed to helping 
all our communities, including 
Webster County and Midland 
Trail” said Mandi Gerwig. Several 
organizations have partnered with 
Papa John’s of Summersville to 
enhance community participation.  
Purchases at the local Salvation 
Army store can earn discounts on 
pizza, and donating to the American 
Red Cross can earn free pizza.
Papa John’s of Summersville 
can be found on Facebook, and 
online orders can be made at www.
papajohns.com.

Papa John’s hosts Grand Opening

Owners Doug and Mandi Gerwig cut the ribbon at the Papa John’s of 
Summersville grand opening celebration.

By George Neilan
Four students from the Nicholas 

County High School chapter of 
the Future 
Business 
Leaders of 
America 
(FBLA) 
traveled to 
Orlando, 
Florida, on 
June 27, 2011, 
to compete 
at the FBLA 
National 
Leadership 
Conference.

Nathan 
Kincaid, 
Shealyn Shafer, 
Ashleigh 
Taylor, and 
Brittnee Underwood earned 
the right to attend the National 
Leadership Conference by 
impressive showings in state 
competition at the FBLA State 

Leadership Conference in 
Charleston on March 28 -29. The 
students placed either fi rst or second 

at the state level 
in their respective 
events to qualify 
for national 
competition.

Brandon 
Gwinn, a student 
from Richwood 
High School, also 
qualifi ed at the 
state conference 
and competed in 
Orlando in Sports 
Management. He 
was chaperoned 
by his advisor, 
Susan James.

Teammates, 
Shealyn 

Shafer, Ashleigh Taylor and 
Brittnee Underwood won sixth 
place in the Community Service 
Project category. In the national 
competition, up to two entries per 

state were permitted in each event, 
and competition was intense.

To prepare for the competition, 
these students, along with other 
FBLA members at NCHS, selected 
as their community service project, 
to raise awareness concerning 
the Hawks Nest Tunnel Disaster, 
called “Making a Difference.” This 
disaster is considered the nation’s 
worst industrial disaster. In the 
early 1930s, 
hundreds of 
workers died of 
acute silicosis 
from digging a 
hydroelectric 
tunnel in areas 
of almost pure 
silica, near 
Gauley Bridge. 
Some of these 
workers were 
buried in 
secrecy in the 
Summersville 
area.

The students 
began the 
project on 
October 23, 
2010, to be part 
of the 20th Annual National Make a 
Difference Day that was originated 
by USA TODAY WEEKEND 
magazine. The students helped 
to clean up a workers’ gravesite 
on Whippoorwill Drive south of 
Summersville. They wished to 
inform the community about the 
Hawks Nest Tunnel Disaster, and 
honor the workers.

In addition, they raised $1,975 
to fund placing a West Virginia 
Highway Historical Marker on 
US 19 to show the location of the 
gravesite. The largest fundraiser 
was a “Hat Day” at schools, when 
for $1 students could wear a hat to 
school. This raised about $1,100.

Upon completion of the project, 
the team submitted a written report 
to the state and gave a PowerPoint 
presentation before a panel of 
judges. After winning fi rst place in 
the state, the students continued at 

the national level.
In Orlando, on Wednesday, June 

29, during preliminary rounds, the 
team performed before a panel of 
judges. They fi rst learned they were 
award winners when, shortly after 
fi nishing a meal at Hard Rock Café, 
they received a call back placing 
them in the top 10. During the 
fi nal rounds on Thursday, the team 
performed again. 

During the 
closing Awards 
Ceremony on July 
1, the team was 
recognized on 
stage as sixth in 
the nation. 

In other 
competitions, 
Nathan Kincaid 
represented the 
NCHS chapter 
in the Local 
Chapter Annual 
Report event. 
Shealyn Shafer 
also competed in 
Business Math.

During 
the Awards 
Ceremony, Linda 

Taylor, NCHS adviser, was honored 
on stage as West Virginia’s Adviser 
of the Year. Rachel O’Bryan, 
manager of the Summersville Food 
Lion, was recognized on stage as 
West Virginia’s Businessperson of 

the Year. Both received certifi cates 
for their individual honors.

Adviser Taylor said, “It was a 
wonderful experience to take those 
kids and see their eyes light up.”

While at the conference, the 
students participated in the opening 
and closing ceremonies, southern 
region meetings, and campaign 
rallies. The students toured Disney 
World, City Walk, and other 
attractions. They had opportunities 
to view various competitions, and 
they created memories of a lifetime.

Linda Taylor, NCHS Adviser, just 
retired, and Sharon Roberts Lipps, 
retired NCHS Adviser, chaperoned 
the students to Orlando. Ardith 

Groves and Susan Jones will be the 
advisers for NCHS FBLA.

Nathan Kincaid is the son of 
Michael and Sandra Kincaid of 
Keslers Cross Lanes. Shealyn 
Shafer is the daughter of Robert and 
Shauna Shafer of Summersville. 
Ashleigh Taylor is the daughter of 
Rachel O’Bryan of Summersville 
and Shawn Huffman of Winfi eld. 
Brittnee Underwood is the daughter 
of Michelle Underwood of 
Summersville. Brandon Gwinn is 
the son of Bill and Susan Gwinn of 
Craigsville.

Nicholas students rank high in state and national FBLA competitions

Ready for competition, from left, Shealyn Shafer, Brittnee Underwood 
and Ashleigh Taylor.

NCHS students, from left, Brittnee 
Underwood, Ashleigh Taylor, and 
Shealyn Shafer enjoyed the sights 
of Orlando.

Chapter advisers and chaperones, 
from left, Linda Taylor and 
Sharon Roberts Lipps.

Third from right, Rachel O’Bryan  of Food Lion, WV Businessperson 
of the Year, with winners from other states. 


