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The Summersville Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 

1317 Webster Road, will present a 
Sunday morning worship service 
of music and the spoken word in 
honor of country, 9/11, and our 

nation’s military service. Worship 
service begins at 11 a.m. The 
program will feature the talents of 
the chancel choir and its director, 
Mr. Wayne Halstead.

This program will feature music 

written in honor of the victims of 
9/11 with music full of American 
patriotism from the “Battle Hymn 
of the Republic” to “God Bless 
America.” The public is invited to 
join us in this tribute to America.

A Time of Celebration and Remembrance

 There is no fee to bring animals into the shelter.  Please do not abandon them outside.

 NICHOLAS COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
 U.S. Route 19, Summersville  •  Phone 872-7877

 (Located near the Nicholas County Veterans Memorial Park)
 Adoption Fee: $20 Dogs and Cats. In addition a refundable spay/neuter charge of

 dogs $50, Cats $20, Refunded upon proof of spay/neuter.  
 NEW  HOURS: Now open Mon thru Sat from 9:30am to 3:30pm - Closed Sunday.

 All animals are wormed and given initial vaccinations.
 The Nicholas County Animal Shelter accepts local checks and cash.

ADOPT AN ORPHAN PET!
These pets are listed on www.petfinder.com

ADOPT AN ORPHAN PET!  9/1/11

 This ad sponsored by

 517 Main Street, Summersville, W.Va.

 (304) 872-4085

 Clinton R. Bischoff, Attorney At Law

 Take  your pick!  You’ll find a bountiful bunch of bright eyed 
 babies at the shelter.  Orange kittens, snow white 
 princesses, black halloween cats and amazing mousers!  
 Show one of them how much you care!

 These three little Beagle 
 puppies are approximately 
 10 to 12 weeks old.  Two 
 girls and one boy.  VERY 
 sweet and playful!

 This 2-year-old 
 Chihuahua was 
 found around the 
 Dairy Queen in 
 Summersville.  He’s 
 looking for someone 
 to love him.

 “Susie”  is a 4-month-
 old Collie/Aussie mix.  
 This playful little girl 
 has two sisters and a 
 brother.

 “Trixie”  loves 
 attention!  This 
 6-week-old Lab 
 mix really likes 
 getting out to 
 play!

Holly Cunningham was 
crowned Miss Nicholas County 
Potato Festival and Katie Roberts 
was chosen Miss Nicholas 
County Potato Festival Teen 
Queen in separate pageants held 
Saturday evening, Aug. 13, at 
the Summersville Armory and 
Convention Center Arena.

Potato Festival Queen Pageant
Holly Cunningham was crowned 

the 2011 Miss Nicholas County 
Potato Festival Queen.

She was chosen from a fi eld of 
fi ve contestants to succeed 2010 
Queen Heather Roberts.

Queen Holly is the 18-year-old 
daughter of Sebert and Sherry 
Cunningham of Craigsville.

She is a freshman at Fairmont 
State University where she is 
majoring in nursing.

Chosen as fi rst runner-up was 
16-year-old Tabitha Blankenship. 
She is the daughter of Larry and 
Karen Blankenship of Fenwick. 
Tabitha is a junior at Richwood 
High School.

Chaney Cherry was chosen 
as second runner-up. She is the 
18-year-old daughter of Dennis and 
Karen Cherry of Summersville. 
She is a freshman at New River 

Community and Technical College.
Selected Miss Congeniality was 

18-year-old Whitney Hanshaw. 
She is the daughter of Damon and 
Sandy Hanshaw of Canvas. She is a 
freshman at New River Community 
and Technical College.

Another contestant in the pageant 
was Amber McCutcheon of Canvas.

The new queen was awarded a 
$500 scholarship from the Nicholas 
County Potato Festival along with 
a crown, plaque and sash. She also 
qualifi ed to compete in the Miss 
West Virginia Fairs and Festivals 
Pageant in Charleston in January.

She also received a $100 savings 
bond from First Community Bank 
and gifts from Dodrill Jewelers, 
Crystal’s Fun Fashions, Mary Kay 
Products, Nicholas Photography, 
Flip-Flop Tanning, Beauty Control, 
Creative Cakes and Floral and The 
Crowning Touch salon.

Prize packages were also 
provided to the queen by Dairy 
Queen, Jo’s Nails, Applebee’s Fox’s 
Pizza Den, Pizza Hut, La Caretta, 
Shoney’s and Mountaineer Physical 
Therapy.

The fi rst runner-up received 
a $200 scholarship from the 
Nicholas County Potato Festival. 
She also received gifts from Mary 

Kay Products, Avon, Rusty Nails, 
Exclusive Designs and N-Style Hair 
Products.

The second runner-up received a 
$100 scholarship from the Nicholas 
County Potato Festival and a gift 
from the Electric Chair salon.

The contestants in both pageants 
were judged on modeling in 
streetwear and evening gown and a 
personal interview with the judges 
along with poise, personality and 
personal beauty.

Potato Festival Teen Queen 
Pageant

Katie Brooke Roberts was 
crowned Miss Potato Festival Teen 
Queen. She won the title over three 
other contestants and succeeds 2010 
Potato Festival Teen Queen Emily 
Dorsey.

Queen Katie is 15-year-old 
daughter of Rocky and Wendy 
Roberts of  Glade Creek. She is 
a sophomore at Nicholas County 
High School.

Chosen as fi rst runner-up was 
Monica Duffi eld. She is the 13-year-
old daughter of Paula Duffi eld of 
Muddlety. She is a freshman at 
Nicholas County High School.

Amber Wooten was chosen 
second runner-up. She is the 

15-year-old daughter of Alison 
McKinney of Summersville. She is 
a sophomore at A Becka Academy.

Selected Miss Congeniality was 
Amber Gardner. She is the 13-year-
old daughter of Kim Gardner of 
Richwood. She is an eighth-grader 
at Richwood Middle School.

The Potato Festival Teen Queen 
received a $100 savings bond 
from First Community Bank and 
gifts from Crystal’s Fun Fashions, 
Creative Cakes and Floral, Avon, 
Mary Kay Products and Crowning 
Beauty Salon.

Prize packages were also awarded 
to the Teen Queen by Dairy Queen, 
Applebee’s, Fox’s Pizza Den, Pizza 
Hut and Mountaineer Physical 
Therapy. 

The fi rst and second runners-
up each received a gift from The 
Electric Chair salon.

The judges for both pageants 
were Steve and Rosanne White of 
the Webster County Fair Pageant 
and pageant consultant Elissa Mills 
of Buckhannon, owner of The 
Crowning Touch Beauty Salon.

Susan Hilleary of the 
Summersville Convention and 
Visitors Bureau was the director of 
both pageants. Leatha Preast was 
the pageant tabulator.

Cunningham and Roberts crowned 
Potato Festival Queen and Teen Queen

Nicholas County Potato Festival Teen Queen Katie Roberts, left, and 
Miss Nicholas County Potato Festival Holly Cunningham

By James Connell
Nicholas Chronicle Summer 
Intern

The battle for Carnifex Ferry 
was now underway as the forces 
of Union General W.S. Rosecrans 
clashed with the defenses of 
Confederate General John Floyd. 
The time of initiation was around 
3:15 in the afternoon on September 
10th, 1861. General Benham, 
overseeing the First Brigade of 
Rosecrans’ three brigades, had sent 
for more men that were stationed 
to the east of Keslers Cross Lanes. 
Colonel Lytle and the 10th Ohio 
Infantry arrived at the battle and 
attempted to fl ank the Confederate 

troops. While doing so, Colonel 
Lytle suffered a gunshot to his 
leg and the same shot mortally 
wounded his horse. He was then 
taken to the Patteson House near 
the battle where, despite the house 
being pelted with fi re from both 
sides, he managed to recover 
and eventually even became a 
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Lytle’s 10th Ohio 
was one of the most critically hit 
Union companies in the battle. 
John Fitzgibbons, the state color-
bearer, got his right hand shot off in 
Lytle’s fl anking attempt. After the 
wounding, he said “Never mind me, 
boys; save the fl ag.”, and then fell 
mortally wounded. National color-

bearer Sergeant Luke O’Connor 
carried the fl ag from then on, until 
he was also mortally wounded. 
The fl ag eventually ended up in 
the hands of Captain Stephen 
McGroaty. In the end, the 10th Ohio 
lost nine men and fi fty others were 
wounded.

The fi rst couple hours of the 
battle consisted mainly of a lack 
of Union organization and order 
aside from the 10th Ohio’s assault. 
Inaccurate artillery and infantry 
fi re from both sides rendered little 
results. After the 10th Ohio’s 
fl anking attempt, a brigade lead by 
Colonel W.S. Smith and consisting 
of members of the 28th, 13th 23rd, 
and 12th Ohio infantries began a 

fl anking assault to the right of the 
Confederate defenses. The assault 
was not as effective as it could 
have been, as the offi cial orders to 
engage the enemy did not come 
until dusk, when visibility was 
very low. Their artillery units did 
manage to do some damage on the 
Confederate defense structures. 
Colonel Lowe also led some of the 
12th Ohio in a fl anking attempt to 
the left of the Confederate defenses. 
Before the assault could even 
begin, Lowe suffered a gunshot to 
the forehead and was dead within 
minutes.

General Rosecrans now lead 
the remaining men that he had 
control of in a general assault, but 

with the news of Lowe’s death, 
Lytle’s injury, and the many men 
that were left without order in the 
surrounding woods, Rosecrans’ men 
were uneasy. The many wounded 
that were being brought back did 
not help calm them either. Some 
of the men managed an assault on 
Confederate defenses and made it 
up to their barriers, but eventually 
retreated and lost two men with 
eight others wounded. Meanwhile, 
Colonel Smith’s brigade managed 
to penetrate Confederate lines, but 
lost two men with twenty-nine 
others wounded.

By nightfall, gunfi re had ceased 
for the most part. It was so dark 
that there was little to no visibility. 

Out of confusion, the 13th and 
28th Ohio infantries actually fi red 
on each other for a short period of 
time. Eventually, General Rosecrans 
regained order of his men and 
they retreated back to their camp. 
In the end, the Union suffered 17 
casualties with 141 wounded, while 
the Confederates lost only a few 
men with 30 wounded.

Information from this article was 
obtained from George A. Hall’s 
Civilian War in West Virginia: The 
Moccasin Rangers — available for 
purchase at the Nicholas Chronicle 
offi ce in Summersville for $18.61.

Fifth in a series — Civil War Weekend Sept. 10 & 11, 2011 at Carnifex Ferry State Park

The Battle of Carnifex Ferry

On Sept. 10, 1861, Union 
troops led by Brigadier General 
William S. Rosecrans engaged the 
Confederation and forced them 
to evacuate entrenched positions 
overlooking Carnifex Ferry. The 
South was led by General John 
B. Floyd; the North was led by 
General William S. Rosecrans. This 
historic battle will be recreated on 
Sunday, Sept. 11.  Encampments, 
military drills and related activities 
will be set up on Saturday, Sept. 
10. All activities are at Carnifex 
Ferry Battlefi eld State Park near 
Summersville in Nicholas County.

Park Supt. Sam Cowell and park 
staff,  a host of volunteers, re-
enactors, Army Corps of Engineers 
(Summersville), and students from 
the Nicholas County High School 
Vo-technical School and ROTC 
are fi nalizing logistics, parking, 
and activities in preparation of this 
150th anniversary of this U.S. Civil 
War battle.

Parking on Saturday will be at 
Carnifex Ferry Battlefi eld State 
Park.  Parking assistance by the 
Nicholas County Vo-tech Center 
and ROTC students will direct 
attendees to appropriate parking 
areas.  Sunday parking will be at 
Battle Run Area at Summersville 
Dam and free shuttle buses will be 
provided throughout the day.  The 
park road closes on Sunday, Sept. 
11, from 1 to 3:30 p.m. as the battle 
lines form and the re-enactment 
occurs.

Commemorative souvenirs 
created at the Carnifex Ferry 
sign shop will be available at the 

Patterson House museum.  Terry 
Lowery, the author of “September 
Blood – The Battle of Carnifex 
Ferry,” will be at the museum to 
sign books.

 
The schedule of activities
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011
9 a.m. Camps open to the public.  

Living history activities continue 
through the day.

10 a.m.–5 p.m. Museum open
10 a.m. Military drill 

demonstrations
Noon Walking tour of the camps
1 p.m.Weapons demonstration
2 p.m. Walking tour of the camps
3 p.m. Walking tour of the camps
6 p.m. Debate – Character 

portrayals
Between Gen. Robert E. Lee 

and Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at the 
museum

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011
9 a.m. Camps open to the public. 

Living history activities begin and 
continue until 4 p.m.

10 a.m. Military drill 
demonstrations

11 a.m. Weapons demonstration.  
Walking tour of the camps every 
half hour from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

11:30 a.m. Outdoor church 
service by the re-enactors – open to 
visitors

10 – 5 p.m. Museum open
Noon Weapons demonstration
1 p.m. Soldiers form up for battle
1:45 p.m. Camps cleared for 

battle; public to move behind 
spectator lines

2 p.m. Re-enactment of the Battle 

of Carnifex Ferry
All activities are located at or 

near the museum. Walking tours 
of the camp will begin at the 
museum. Visiting and interacting 
with the various troops at their 
encampments, to learn about U.S. 
and W.Va. history and lifestyles 
of the 1860s, is encouraged. The 
organizers request attendees and 
re-enactors to act responsibly, in 
a safe manner, and to not litter the 
grounds.

This event involves gunpowder, 
fi rearms, loud noise and potentially 
dangerous activities. Attendees 
should exercise caution and stay 
behind the marked spectator 
lines during the battle.  Alcohol 
is prohibited at Carnifex Ferry 
Battlefi eld State Park. 

There is no charge to attend the 
event activities or re-enactment of 
the Battle of Carnifex Ferry or for 
shuttle services on Sunday. 

The park website will continue 
to update with activities that 
may be added.  Maps indicating 
parking areas are provided online.  
Re-enactors participating as 
part of the battle must register 
and will fi nd information and 
guidelines posted to the website. 
Re-enactors will be recognized 
with special commemorative 
items. A schedule of activities and 
information fl ier is posted at www.
carnifexferrybattlefi eldstatepark.
com.

Carnifex Ferry Battlefi eld 150th Commemorative Re-enactment Schedule

Nicholas County Senior Center News — 13A
Church Events — 13A

Webster County News — 14A


